
 
 

Briefing for the Public Petitions Committee 
 
Petition Number: PE1184
 
Main Petitioner: Mrs L Albarracin, on behalf of the Bellahouston Academy 
Eco Committee 
  
Subject: Calls on the Parliament to urge the Scottish Government to make 
funding and other assistance available to schools to enable them to become 
environmentally friendly and achieve green flag status.  
 
Note: Bellahouston Academy would like to gain the eco-school green flag 
award but has not been able to get local authority funding for putting recycling 
bins in classrooms.   
 
Eco-schools  
 
‘Eco-Schools’ is an international initiative designed to encourage whole-school 
action to benefit the environment.  In Scotland it is run by ‘Keep Scotland 
Beautiful’.  Schools register and work towards achieving awards – bronze, 
silver and green flags.   Ninety three per cent of local authority schools are 
registered and 21 per cent have gained the highest award – the Green Flag.  
Registered schools receive the Scottish Eco-Schools DVD, a quarterly 
newsletter and the Eco-Schools Scotland Guide, containing guidelines to 
implement the programme.  Schools are required to renew a Green Flag 
award every two years. They can use the Eco-Schools Scotland website to 
support their activities.  
 
Once schools have achieved an award at any level they are eligible for a one-
off Scottish Government grant of £250 to help them move to the next level.  
The previous Scottish Executive ran a competition for schools offering a prize 
of £2,000 for the project which best raised awareness of environmental 
issues. 
 
Environmental Sustainability in Schools 
 
The Curriculum for Excellence includes environmental issues.  For example, 
at social studies ‘level 2’, pupils should be able to discuss the environmental 
impact of human activity and suggest ways in which we can live in a more 
environmentally responsible way.  Learning and Teaching Scotland provide 
curriculum resources, guidance and support for developing as an eco-school.   
 
Scottish Government Action 
 
The Scottish Government provides around £400,000 per annum to Keep 
Scotland Beautiful who run Eco Schools in Scotland. In a PQ in January 2008 
Michael Russell said: 
 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/petitions/docs/PE1184.htm
http://www.ecoschoolsscotland.org/
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2006/10/12111523
http://www.ltscotland.org.uk/curriculumforexcellence/outcomes/socialstudies/index.asp


 

“The Scottish Government works closely with Eco Schools Scotland to 
help provide opportunities for young people to gain the skills and 
knowledge they require to learn about the environment. We provide 
financial support for the core and school assessment activities of the 
Eco Schools Scotland programme and support the post of a Secondary 
Schools Development Officer to encourage greater secondary school 
participation in the programme”  (S3O-2451). 

 
In June 2008, the Scottish Government launched a ‘Climate Challenge Fund’ 
to enable communities, including schools to fund initiatives to tackle climate 
change.  The projects can involve a range of actions, from helping us to use 
less energy, or walk and cycle more, to local sustainable food. The closing 
date was July 25th 2008. 

Statutory Guidance1 on health promoting schools was issued in 2008.  This 
includes guidance on improving the school environment.  This states that:  

“The whole school environment should be conducive to health 
promotion. Schools with health promoting environments provide 
opportunities and space for physical activity, play, eating, socialising 
and privacy.” […] “Staff and pupils adopt Eco-School Scotland 
principles through taking steps to minimise negative environmental 
impacts of the school.” 

Eco-schools have been highlighted in Government Ministers’ promotion of 
environmental issues.  See for example Michael Russell’s visit to St Leonard’s 
Nursery to promote the need to save water.   

Parliament Action 
 
There have been a couple of PQs asking how the government is supporting 
Eco-schools.  See S3O-2451 (quoted above) by Mike Rumbles in February 
2008 and S3W-9214 by David Stewart in January 2008.   
 
 
 
Camilla Kidner 
Senior Research Specialist 
3 September 2008 
 
SPICe research specialists are not able to discuss the content of petition briefings with 
petitioners or other members of the public. However if you have any comments on any 
petition briefing you can email us at spice@scottish.parliament.uk
 
Every effort is made to ensure that the information contained in petition briefings is correct at 
the time of publication. Readers should be aware however that these briefings are not 
necessarily updated or otherwise amended to reflect subsequent changes. 
 

                                                 
1 Issued under the Schools (Health Promotion and Nutrition)(Scotland) Act 2007 
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http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/SustainableDevelopment/funding/ClimateChallengeFund
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2008/05/08160456/0
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2008/02/08090943
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2008/02/08090943
mailto:spice.research@scottish.parliament.uk

